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R e l ease 25. 1 1.20 1 4

T h e  see m i n g l y  c u r i o us c o l l a b o r a t i o n. A  w r a n g l i n g  an d g ra p p l i n g, a c o n f r o n t a t i o n, a q ua r r e l. A  
c he c k i n g-o u t, a w e i g h i n g  o f  c o m p r o m i ses.
T h e  V i e n nese t r i o  R a d i a n  has re c o r de d  an a l b u m  w i t h  so n g w r i t e r  H o w e  G e l b  f r o m  T us c o n, 
A r i z o na. H e r e t he s i t ua t i o n  i s d i f f e re n t: "Ra d i a n V e rses H o w e  G e l b" i s p r i m a r i l y  a R a d i a n  
re l ease. " T h i s i s a R a d i a n a l b u m. I ' m  o n l y  l i v i n g  i n  i t" H o w e  G e l b  w e n t  o n  rec o r d,  m o d es t l y. 
I n  f o u r  sess i o ns t ha t w e r e ra t he r f r ee l y  d i s pe rse d o v e r  t i m e, H o w e  G e l b, us ua l l y  de v o t i n g  
h i m se l f  t o  a c os m o p o l i t a n  re t h i n k i n g  o f  A m e r i c a na an d D ese r t C o u n t r y  i n  h i s da y  j o b, f e d  
ac o us t i c  c o n t r i b u t i o n s i n t o  t he m i c r o p h o ne f o r  R a d i a n: p i a n o, g u i t a r, ab o v e a l l: v o i c e. 
S o me t i m es as a reac t i o n  t o  m a te r i a l  p r e pa re d b y  R a d i a n, so me t i m es p u l l e d  l i b e ra l l y  an d  
u ne x pe c te d l y  f r o m  h i s o w n  v as t an d  ta n g l e d p o o l  o f  i deas.

T h e  t o nes o f  H o w e  G e l b  p r o v i d e d f u r t h e r  m a t e r i a l  f o r  R a d i a n: T h e y  w e r e d i ssec te d, 
d i ss o l v e d, re o r i e n te d, m u t a te d an d m a d e t o f i t  i n t o  t he i r  o w n  w o r l d. R a d i a n V e rses H o w e  G e l b  
i s t he f i r s t R a d i a n  re l ease w i t h  g u i t a r i s t M a r t i n  S i e w e r t, w h o  j o i ne d  t he ba n d  i n  20 1 1  an d  he re 
a ls o i s resp o ns i b l e f o r  p r o cess i n g  an d  so u n d  t rea t m e n t. A s  us ua l, d r u m m e r  M a r t i n  B r a n d l m a y r  
w as i n  c ha r ge o f  t he se le c t i o n  an d  a r ra n ge me n t  o f  so u n ds, an d  Joh n  N o r m a n  o f  t he bass. A s  
a l w a y s w i t h  R a d i a n, t h i s re c o r d  rese m b l es a pa r t i c u l a r l y  ca re f u l l y  an d  cau t i o us l y  asse m b l e d  
c o l l a ge: S o u n ds, t o nes, n o i ses – t he t ra c k s a re b us y. T h e y  a re tee m i n g, q ua ve r i n g, v i b r a t i n g. 
A s  be f o r e, t he k i n ds o f  t h i n gs t ha t B r a n d l m a y r, N o r m a n  an d S i e w e r t  sc ra pe an d  tease o u t  o f  
t he i r  m a c h i nes an d i ns t r u m e n ts m a k e  u p  an e x u be ra n t  b u f f e t  o f  i d eas an d st ra n ge ness. 42 
m i n u t es o f  sou n d  o f  u n i de n t i f i e d  o r i g i n. T h e  w a y  t he sou n ds a re a r ra n ge d he re h o w e v e r  
c r ea tes an au ra o f  f r a g i l i t y, a l ea n des i g n. N o  sh o w i n g  o f f, n o  f l o o d i n g, n o  be l l s an d w h i s t l es. 
T h e  t o nes ap pea r t o  be a r t f u l l y  sus pen de d i n  space, y o u  can f ee l  t he a i r  f l o w i n g  be t w ee n t he m.

W h i c h  m ea ns t ha t R a d i a n 's m a n i p u l a t i o ns an d resha p i n gs d i d n ' t g o  as f a r  as f i x i n g  t he 
m u s i c i a n  H o w e  G e l b  be y o n d  re pa i r  o r  des t r o y i n g  h i m  i n  t he p r o cess. T h a t  can n o t  be t he p o i n t. 
S o  y o u  can hea r t ha t t h i s be n t  m a n, c r oa k i n g  an d w h i n i n g  t o  us he re, t ha t 's H o w e  G e l b. A n d  
so sec t i o ns o f  so n gs, m e l o d i es, na r ra t i v es re ma i n  i n ta c t. S o n g w r i t i n g  i n  t he p r o cess o f  
d i s i n t e g ra t i o n, an d  i n  pe ne t ra t i o n, en ta n g l e me n t  an d  f us i o n  w i t h  h i g h l y  f o c use d f r ee m u s i c.

T h e  c l a i m  t ha t 's o f t e n  m a de an d  o f t e n  v o i d  – he re i t  i s t r ue: T h e  ca te g o r i es c r u m b l e  a way. 
W h e t he r  j a z z, i n t r i c a te t i n k e r-e le c t r o n i c s, d u b, g r o w l i n g, h i ss i n g, b u b b l i n g, r o c k  as w e l l  – a 
l o t  o f  t h i n gs w o n d r o us l y  pe r mea te t h i s m u s i c, o ne t ha t i s i n dee d ra t he r p os t-e ve r y t h i n g. A  
m u s i c  t ha t i s ha r d  t o  ge t a g ras p o n  an d  y e t  d oes, he re an d t he re, aga i n  an d aga i n, su m m o n  t he 
p l easa n t i m p u l se w e  ca l l  "g r o o v e". L e t 's m ee t a t t he o u t e r m o s t f r i n ges.
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